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Introduction 

In 1989 World Vision put in place a defining document we call our Core Values. In it, World Vision 
outlines its basis for all its programmes and activities – including a section on stewardship. That 
section states World Vision’s foundational principle for its policies and actions regarding 
environmental issues: 

 
We are stewards of God’s creation. We care for the earth and act in ways that will restore and 
protect the environment. We ensure that our development activities are ecologically sound. 

 
We are increasingly aware of the need to explain and develop these statements – for our staff, for 
partners, and for the sake of the communities and families we daily work alongside. Likewise, 
humanitarian and development workers around the world are growing increasingly more aware of 
inevitable connections between care for human well-being and care for the natural creation.  
 
This document is an abbreviated version of a longer document prepared by the Natural Environment 
and Climate Issues (NECI) team of World Vision. This abbreviated version covers more than just the 
highlights of the full version, but requires less effort than the full and complete document. If you 
would like to access the full text, please see the NECI page on wvcentral. 
 
The purpose of this brief overview is to concisely clarify World Vision’s understanding of the Bible’s 
foundational teaching on God’s creation, especially as it affects World Vision’s mission. 
 
As a Christian organisation, World Vision has more than practical, historic or development theory 
reasons for acting. We act because we are informed by and rely on the biblical narrative, church 
history, and our creeds and doctrines. 
 
Many voices in the world – including the Christian world – express very divergent views about the 
environment. Meanwhile World Vision daily faces very simple and practical questions regarding the 
natural environment such as, ‘Should we worry about forests and hillsides, or only seeds for farmers 
in our area development programmes?’ or ‘Is it World Vision’s business to be concerned about 
causes of environmental degradation?’ 
 
This paper is not intended to be the ultimate theological reflection on humanity’s relationship with 
creation. Rather, this document attempts to address practical questions frequently asked and humbly 
calls on the Bible’s guidance for how humans are intended to exist in relation to the rest of creation. 
As World Vision works to serve the most vulnerable, environmental considerations must be 
weighed, as many of the poor with whom we work are directly dependent on the healthy functioning 
of creation. Environmental considerations are not optional for World Vision’s work. 
 
The Scriptures outline the basics of creation – its creator, ownership and purposes. It describes how 
creation is a gift of God and that creation reveals God. 
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Humanity’s roles and responsibilities with regard to creation directly link with World Vision’s 
mission because of our focus on child well-being for current generations and generations to come. 
Unfortunately, the earth is not always the recipient of integrity or intelligence in humanity’s 
stewardship. And so, this paper also considers important ideas about creation and its importance to 
the poor, about Jesus’ intimate connection with creation, and about how Christ is reconciling all 
things to himself, including creation. 
 

Our Understanding of Creation 

The first book of the Holy Scriptures starts at the beginning of all things. The first words of Genesis 
reveal a powerful creator, who is God.1 God creates and deems it ‘good’ and ‘very good’.2 ‘The 
Hebrew word here, tov, signifies intense delight’.3 In other words, non-human creation has inherent 
value separate from what it provides for humans. 
 
Christians’ perspective on creation comes directly from the life and teaching of Jesus. We understand 
that Jesus Christ is the creator, the firstborn over all creation, and the heir, sustainer, reconciler and 
redeemer of creation.4 The very Author of our salvation is also the Author of creation.5 
 
Because Jesus is creator and Lord over earth, we cannot separate our relationship to Christ from 
how we act in relation to what he has made. We cannot claim to love Christ while abusing the earth 
intentionally or unintentionally, especially when we understand that the earth is his inheritance.6 
 
As World Vision’s core value states, ‘We are stewards of God’s creation’ – creation belongs to God. 
Being creator, God sets the rules for how the universe works, has dominion over humans and 
endows humans with freedom while holding them accountable. Within this freedom, the pervasive 
effects of sin are felt in relationships throughout all of creation, including the relationship between 
humans and the non-human creation. As Revelation 11:18 describes, God will destroy destroyers of 
the earth. As one of the largest relief, development and advocacy agencies, and as the largest 
Christian NGO, World Vision cannot remain silent on issues of environmental stewardship. 
 
Before delving into how we care for and interact with creation, we need to understand God’s 
purposes in and for creation. God creates intentionally. Three of the many purposes of creation this 
paper recognises are to reveal God, to glorify God, and to provide for both humans and the rest of 
creation. 
 
From Scripture, we understand that: 
• God desires to be known by all people.7 In addition to God being revealed in Jesus, God is and 

chooses to be revealed through creation.8 God is the original artist, provider and giver of love, 
and creation reveals God’s creativity, provision and love. 

 
 

                                                
1 We believe creation is the act of a loving Trinitarian God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Creation, like its 
Creator, is relational. 
2 Genesis 1:31. 
3 As cited in Nils von Kalm, Creation to New Creation: looking at the biblical meta-narrative in relation to the 
environment (World Vision Australia: Melbourne, 2011); Ched Meyers, ‘To Serve and Preserve’, Sojourners 
(March 2004). 
4 Hebrews 1, Colossians 1. 
5 Craig Sorley, Christ and Creation: Our Biblical Calling to Environmental Stewardship (2009) 58. 
6 Hebrews 1:2. 
7 Exodus 20:4–5, Romans 1:19–20, Mark 12:29–31, John 3:16, John 6:38, John 17:20–23. 
8 Romans 1:20. 
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• Creation glorifies God in the goodness and splendour of its very being and order. The Bible 
says creation proclaims the glory of God.9 Since creation glorifies, praises, exalts and celebrates 
God, we treat creation in ways that support this aspect of creation. 

• Creation’s natural systems and processes are designed to provide for both human and non-
human needs. Specifically, creation is designed to provide for all people – rich and poor, meek 
and powerful, people today and for future generations.10 Using creation in a way that disrupts 
others’ ability, both now and in the future, to enjoy and benefit from creation, is at odds with 
God’s purposes. 

 
These biblical assumptions are central to World Vision’s mission and calling as a Christian 
organisation and to our holistic commitment to a community-based and sustainable development 
approach. 
 

Role of Humans: Our Understanding of Dominion and Stewardship 

The Scriptures emphasise two themes regarding the role of humans in relation to the rest of 
creation: dominion and stewardship. Both refer to the inescapable fact that humans live in 
relationship to the created order, first as creatures of the created order ourselves, and second, as 
caretakers of all creation. Both roles are intrinsically intertwined. 
 
We Exercise Dominion 

 
 
In the book of Genesis, God gives human beings an active and powerful role. As the unique bearers 
of God’s image, humans are given ‘dominion’ – the privilege and responsibility to rule over creation. 
God tasks humans to govern and supervise the rest of creation – by exercising dominion.11 Two 
verses significantly influence our understanding of dominion:  
 

• In Genesis 1:26 the Hebrew word for ‘have dominion’ is radah. A study of the verb reveals 
that it must be understood in terms of caregiving, even nurturing, not exploitation or 
malevolence.12 

• In Genesis 2:15 the Hebrew word for ‘work it’ is abad. This word means ‘to serve, till’. It 
means to be attentive to, to work the earth in a way that is to its benefit.13 

 
God gives dominion to humans to carry out God’s purposes. We are to engage with the earth in 
ways that facilitate God’s revelation and so that all God’s children have enough to eat and drink, 
enjoy clear air, have needed energy, and benefit from creation’s many provisions and blessings. 
Humanity’s dominion over creation is not absolute. Ultimately humans are under God’s dominion. 
Our dominion is both limited and subject to God’s authority and intentions for creation. Having 
dominion does not mean humans can simply do what we want or do what seems advantageous for 
some. We are accountable. In today’s world, humans can have an impact on the natural world to an 
extent inconceivable even a few generations ago. Moreover, the world’s poor often depend on a  
 
 
                                                
9 Psalm 65:9–13, Psalm 96:10–13. 
10 We will speak more about this later because this issue is at the heart of stewardship. 
11 Genesis 1:26–28. 
12 Walter Brueggemann, et al., The New Interpreter's Bible: Genesis to Leviticus, Volume 1 (Nashville, 1994) 346. 
13 James Strong, The New Strong's Expanded Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (2010).  

We understand dominion to mean the power, privilege and responsibility to direct, control, 
govern, cultivate and manage. 
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close and intimate relationship to the earth that is lost on most of us in the developed or 
industrialised world.  
 
As a Christian organisation, World Vision seeks to challenge and change activities which by design or 
unintentionally harm God’s creation – because it is our calling to love and serve God, the people  
God has created, and all of creation. This is not an issue of sentimentality, but of primary obedience 
to Jesus’ call to care for ‘the least of these’ (Matt. 25:40). 
 
We Are Stewards 

 
	  
Stewards of God’s Creation 
As World Vision’s core value states, ‘We are stewards’ – the human and financial resources available 
to World Vision are not our own. We understand more about our call to stewardship of creation 
through study of Genesis 2:15 (NIV), ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it’. The Hebrew word for ‘care’ is shamar, meaning to ‘watch, guard, 
protect’. The concept denotes careful and close observation – specifically, an attentive and protective 
tending. This aspect of caring for creation means we are to guard, nurture and protect creation – a 
good articulation of roles of a steward, manager or servant. 
 
The Bible says God’s intention is that humans exercise dominion best by adopting the approach of 
being stewards – appointed caretakers who follow instructions from God the owner – over creation. 
Stewardship is how we exercise dominion as God intends. 
 
Appropriate stewardship requires attention to how creation was designed to work properly. It is 
significant that the command to Adam in Genesis 2:15 to work the garden and care for it was made 
before the fall. The requirement to care for creation is not a result of sin. God knew that using 
creation – working the land – also requires that we care for the creation.  
 
Proper stewardship is attentive to the owner and the owner’s intentions. By definition, stewardship 
of God’s creation must be attentive to the things that are close to the heart of God, including 
revelation of God and provision for all God has made. 
 
Additionally, the heart of Scripture emphasises God’s special concern and love for the poor, and 
declares that God upholds the cause of the oppressed, feeds the hungry, and sustains the fatherless 
and the widow.14 These also sum up the mission of World Vision – to care for the orphan, the 
vulnerable. As World Vision’s founder Bob Pierce once prayed, ‘Let my heart be broken with the 
things that break the heart of God’. 
 

Care of Creation from the Life and Ministry of Jesus 

Christians’ unique perspective on creation comes directly from the life and teaching of Jesus. We 
understand that Jesus Christ is the Creator, the firstborn over all creation, and the heir, sustainer, 
reconciler and redeemer of creation.15 The very Author of our salvation is also the Author of 
creation.16 

                                                
14 Psalms 145, Psalm 147, Deuteronomy 10:17–18. 
15 Hebrews 1, Colossians 1. 
16 Sorley, 58. 

We understand stewardship to be the directive from God to work, care, watch over, guard and 
protect all that is entrusted to us. 
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Because Jesus is creator and Lord over earth, we cannot separate our relationship to Christ from 
how we act in relation to what he has made. We cannot claim to love Christ while abusing the earth  
intentionally or unintentionally, and especially as we now understand that the earth is his inheritance  
(Heb. 1:2). Therefore, the earth is not something to be degraded, used and abused, but is something 
to be cherished.  
 
Not only is Christ the creator, sustainer and heir of creation, but Christ will reconcile all things to 
himself – including the natural environment.17 The Scriptures also say that the children of God are 
blessed with a role in bringing this restoration.18 Somehow and in some way creation will be 
liberated in the fullness of the kingdom of God. This is primarily Jesus’ task, but he willingly offers the 
children of God the opportunity to share in his work, implying that Christians will or should 
somehow be involved in protecting and even rehabilitating creation. We have been given the ministry 
of reconciliation.19 If Jesus is reconciling creation to himself, then the careful stewarding of creation is 
a task his followers can and should embrace. 

Perhaps the most powerful teaching of Jesus about creation is found in Matthew 25, where Jesus 
talks about the central importance of caring for ‘the least of these’. Too seldom do Christians in the 
developed world consider how these verses apply to environmental stewardship, and how our 
choices and actions may be affecting ‘the least of these’. Many of the world’s poor – small-holder 
farmers, pastoralists, artisanal fishers – are incredibly dependent on the healthy functioning of 
creation for their livelihoods. Because the poor are most dependent on the functioning and well-
being of the earth and its natural systems, Christ’s followers have a particular responsibility to 
steward the environment locally and globally in ways that care for the poor, and to avoid activities 
which cause the poor to suffer more.20 Stewardship calls us to exercise godly dominion in using 
creation for the sake of human welfare and needs – including activities such as farming, fishing, 
mining, energy generation, engineering, construction, trade and medicine – both today and for future 
generations.  
 
Finally, creation illuminates various aspects of God’s intentions for relationships. God is a relational 
being, and both entrusting creation to humanity and caring for creation are relational acts. God gave 
us creation to reveal himself and to care for humanity. Humanity’s care of creation is an act of love 
from us towards God. We love and serve God and our neighbour by being good stewards of God’s 
creation. We recognise that we are only able to accomplish this through the Spirit of God. God’s 
Spirit helps us to realise our potential to live as the children of God that we are, both willing and able 
to become all that God wants us to be, including stewards of creation. 
 
So this is our prayer, that as people of God we will understand what is at stake in the often complex 
issues of creation care, as well as what we must do in our roles, and be empowered by the Spirit to 
act and live accordingly.  
 

Conclusion 

The Scriptures paint a beautiful picture of God’s creation and humanity’s roles and responsibilities to 
it. God is the creator, and creation belongs to God – not to humanity. We see that God wants to be 
known, and creation is a means of revealing God’s character and nature. Creation is also a means of 
providing for humanity and the rest of what God has made. Humanity has been given both dominion 
and stewardship over creation, so that creation can fulfil its purpose of providing for all humanity  
                                                
17 Colossians 1:19–20. 
18 Romans 8:19–21. 
19 2 Corinthians 5:18. 
20 The Lausanne Movement, The Cape Town Commitment (2011), Section 2, Part 2b-6. 
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now and into the future. These roles are so important that abuse of dominion and stewardship will 
be judged. Moreover, because the poor are especially reliant on the healthy functioning of creation,  
we are to manage and care for creation so that creation works for the poor. Finally, although we see  
this but dimly, we understand that the creation itself is going to be renewed and reconciled to 
Christ, by Christ and for Christ, and that we have been given a part in this ministry of reconciliation. 
 
With this understanding, World Vision has concluded, and we affirm: 

 
We are stewards of God’s creation. 

We care for the earth and act in ways that will restore and protect the environment. 
We ensure that our development activities are ecologically sound. 
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