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ABSTRACT

Kosova Protestant Evangelical Church (“KPEC”) is the representative
body of the Kosovar Protestant Evangelical believers. KPEC is a religious
community and the union of Protestant Evangelical Churches of Kosovo pursuant
to the definition of the “Law on Freedom of Religion of Kosovo” No 02/L-31
adopted by the Kosovo Assembly dated 13.07.2006, as amended and
promulgated by the UNMIK Regulation 2006/48 dated 24.08.2006. Such Law, in
amendment 5.4, recognizes five religious communities: Muslim, Orthodox,
Catholic, Evangelical, and Jewish.

However, this Law does not define the legal status of any religious
institution and just like all other religious communities in the country; KPEC too
exists and operates without any registration as such.
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INTRODUCTION

There are verses in the New Testament that speak of missionary journeys
made by the early church Apostles to Albanian territories. This shows historically
that Christians have existed here for many centuries. The hand-written biography
entitled “Faith, Hope and Love” by the first Albanian preacher and also one of the
first secular teachers, Gjerasim Qiriazi, proves the existence of Evangelical
Church in Albania in the XIX century. This book was published last year
supporting the existence of an Evangelical Church in Prishtina in 1889. Later it is
well known that a Methodist Church was established in 1948 in the center of
Prishtina stood there until late 60’s. In 1967 a Protestant church started in Peja
which still continues. Edwin Jacques in his book “Albanians” emphasizes the
presence of Evangelicals around the country throughout history.

It is in 1979 that a Kosovar Albanian became a Protestant Evangelical
Christian. Since then, the number of Protestant Evangelical believers was
growing. In 1985 the inauguration of the first Albanian Protestant Evangelical
Church is inaugurated in Prishtina, a church that is still growing today.

The work of Protestant Evangelicals in Kosovo grew most rapidly however
after the conclusion of the war in 1999. There was not only a huge influx of
Christian Aid Agencies but also of missionary organizations from USA and
Europe that came to help rebuild homes, to feed and clothe refugees and to aid
those that were suffering.

As the work has continued here in the last years since the war, it is clear
that membership has been increasing, creating growth in our existing fellowships
and a need for the formation of new churches nationwide. This year has brought
new church plants. By the time this Report is closed, KPEC counted 45 members
of Protestant Evangelical churches and entities in Kosovo.

POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE LAST YEAR

Protestant Ministers throughout Kosovo have contacted the KPEC office
and have reported some positive developments. After considering reports, KPEC
has considered that there have been some positive developments throughout the
period covered by this Report. The relationship between local and national
government and the church is increasingly growing.

During the Easter 2008, Protestant Churches jointly under the umbrella of
the KPEC organized a campaign called “Life for Kosova”. The event took place a
week before Easter and we had different activities during the week. Events ran
from 17-23 March. Among other charitable activities which we did during this
week were: giving blood to Clinical and University Centre of Kosova (“QKUK”),
cleaning up the yard in the front of QKUK, organizing a concert for the orphan
children of the war martyrs, providing dinner for elderly people of the Elderly
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Home in Prishtina, cleaning up the border area of the Merdare Border Crossing,
visiting and providing humanitarian aid to needy families. Our volunteers cleaned
and then planted flowers all along “Mother Teresa” boulevard, and distributed the
Easter Message with a flower. We concluded the week’s activities with an Easter
service in front of the National Theatre in the center of Prishtina. All of these
events were well accepted by individuals and the community as whole.

This year (2009) the same campaign “Life for Kosova” was organized in
the city of Gjakova from 6-12 of April. For one whole week KPEC volunteers
came from all over Kosovo, donated blood to the Gjakova Regional Hospital “Isa
Grezda”, cleaned the streets of the town and planted flowers along these streets.
Protestant Evangelical believers with the support of the Gjakova Municipality
officials and the direct help of the students of the local schools, visited all the
classrooms in order to increase the awareness of civic responsibility for keeping
Gjakova and Kosovo clean. Protestant believers helped more than 100 families
with food and clothing. We also provided a dinner at “Pashtrik” Hotel for over 150
former prisoners of war from Gjakova area. We also provided a meal for the
many members of the society of the handicapped of Gjakova. All this week was
concluded with a big Easter church service at the center of the town with over
800 people in attendance. We were encouraged both by participation and the
remarks of the city Mayor of Gjakova Mr. Pal Lekaj. He openly thanked the
Protestant Church and shared his gratitude for the help that was given to the
town. The city officials, the inhabitants of Gjakova and local TV were very
supportive. We were particularly encouraged by the positive remarks local
citizens gave for the work of the Protestant Evangelicals.

Another positive development during the period of time covered by this
report is the visit of the General Secretary of the European Evangelical Alliance
(“EEA”) Mr. Gordon Showell-Rogers (as of May 2009 KPEC is a full member of
the EEA). Mr. Rogers, accompanied by the leader of KPEC and other clergymen,
was also welcomed both by the President of the country Mr. Fatmir Sejdiu and
the Speaker of the Parliament Mr. Jakup Krasniqi. It was encouraging to hear all
the information both country leaders have about the historical continuation of the
Protestants in these areas and for all their work over the last century. This is why
we are still puzzled why would they have to either ignore or publicly deny they
have any information regarding the existence of Protestantism in Kosovo.

Generally, international missionaries in Kosova report to have been well
treated and well respected by the general population. They do not fear for
themselves and for their own safety, but are troubled that the national Protestant
Evangelical Christians with whom they work do live in fear with the constant
threat of persecution, though in this last year there are signs of improvements.

NEGATIVE DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE LAST YEAR

Also from the reports received from Protestant clerics and other Protestant
Evangelical church members throughout Kosova, KPEC has considered there
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have been some negative developments. In spite of some minor difficulties, the
problems that the missionaries in Kosova face – who are generally respected
and accepted – are minimal compare to those that Kosovar Albanian Christians
face, who still do not feel protected.

BREAK IN, VANDALISM AND DISCRIMINATION

On November 2007 Bashkësia Ungjillore e Mesisë, (“BUM”), (eng.
Messiah Evangelical Fellowship) in Prishtina reported that the thieves broke into
their church, robbed it and the damage was over 1500 euro. The Kosovo Police
(“KP”) were unable to find any suspects. Since 2003 their church has been
continually attacked, broken in to, or vandalized from groups of thieves.
Although the police have found fingerprints no arrests have been made up to
when this report was prepared. The KP has been very slow with their
investigation procedures.

BUM has also reported a problem they are facing with the Prishtina
Municipality concerning obtaining a building permit for improvements on their
property, although the plot of land had been purchased by the church, for a
church. For that area the municipality has approved the city-planning and they
respond that the church “cannot build a worship building”, where as only about
500 meters distance from their plot of land, a mosque has been built outside of
any city-planning.

Evangelical Churches throughout Kosovo are discriminated against in the
area of building church buildings. This reason seems to be that we follow the law
and apply in advance for permits, whereas other religious communities (Islamic,
Catholic and Orthodox…particularly the Islamic Community), build their own
places of worship everywhere and anywhere without obtaining any legal building
permit and without paying any tax.

The Fellowship of the Lord’s People (“FLP”) Congregation in Prishtina
reported that for more than a year they have been struggling with the Prishtina
Municipality to obtain a building permit. After a year of “visits” to such Municipality
a partial permit was finally issued. Although FLP has been fully established in
that area since 1985; owned both the plot of land and its church building in the
very same space; although the FLP was only asking for a permit to build a new
church building on the existing foundations, the Prishtina Municipality issued a
permit NOT to build a church BUT a “building for the church needs”. According to
the Prishtina Municipality “consent” FLP is not permitted to put a cross outside
the building and not ring bells.

The city officials have argued this with the idea that the new city plan has
not foreseen a church building in that area and when asked where they have
planned a church, their answer is, “Nowhere ... we already have one church in
Prishtina,” i.e. the Catholic Church. In an effort to find some resolution to these
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continual problems seven attempts were made to meet with the Mayor of
Prishtina, Mr. Isa Mustafa, but he has continually refused to meet with any KPEC
delegation or other Protestant clerics of churches of Prishtina in order to discuss
these issues.

The “Bridge of Salvation” (“BS”) church building in Mitrovica has been
vandalized continuously. This place of worship has been broken in, vandalized,
and/or burglarized over 30 times over the last two years (2007-2008). Although
the perpetrators have been recorded by the security cameras, the KP officers in
Mitrovica have justified the negligence of their colleagues with the fact that
perpetrators are under aged and therefore nothing can be done to stop them. In
spite of the fact that perpetrators are known to the police, to date no charges
have been brought against anyone. BS had taken many measures in increase
security in its compound (e.g. high fences; security cameras etc) without a
success. Finally, the BS church was obliged to place a couple to reside in the
building 24/7 in order to prevent further vandalism.

The case with the “Way of Salvation” church building in the town of
Deçan is still ongoing. The Deçan Municipality and the Ministry of Environment
and Spatial Planning of Kosovo have rejected our request to issue a building
permit. The case has been taken to the Supreme Court of Kosovo, (Case No.
84106), yet, for all these years there has been no response from the Court
whatsoever.

Ironically over 400 mosques have been built in the country since after the
1999 Kosovo war. Most of these mosques not only do not have any building
permits but in many cases they have illegally occupied publicly owned lands.

MEDIA AND PUBLICATION

As stated above, The “Law on the Freedom of Religion” adopted by the
Kosovo Parliament recognizes the Evangelical church as an equal religion with
other religious communities in the country. However, this is not happening in
practice, in that we do not have an equal access in the media.

Literature
There are a lot of books and a magazine that are published by the

Protestant Evangelical Churches and we cannot sell them to the community
because someone stops them for the fact that they are Christian. Such is a case,
for instance, with the only Magazine of the Evangelical community called Letra e
Gjallë (Living Letter), which was contracted to be distributed by a public company
to different trading-posts around the country. However, sellers at the selling
points would not sell them, would hide them or at worse would advise people to
not buy it.

Internet
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As we have reported last year, on November 2007, the Islamic Community
of Kosova – the Gjakova Council, published into their website almost all the
names of Protestant ministers in Kosovo, both nationals and internationals; their
family names, addresses, phone numbers and the names of the Christian
churches or organizations in Kosovo saying that “these are the people that are
converting the Muslims to Christians, somebody has to stop them”, which would
make any of them a potential target by the extremists. Such information is now
published in around 100 Islamic web sites in different languages. (See for
instance http://www.bismikaallahuma.org/archives/2007/missionary-activity-in-
kosovo-and-the-causes-of-muslim-conversions/). For such case the KP
investigation unit was informed quickly, but no action has been taken thus far to
further investigate the case. As for this year this article can be found in other
countless web pages. No charges were ever brought against anyone regarding
this matter and no one has ever been prosecuted or brought before the justice
during the length of time covered by this Report.

KPEC has also observed Kosova’s Government Internet Portal. We have
been particularly concerned with the link that presents Religion (See
http://www.rks-gov.net/en-S/Qytetaret/KulturaDheKohaLire/Pages/Religjioni.aspx
). According to such Portal, the Government only sees three “most important”
religions, (as it is explicitly expressed in the Albanian version) in the country:
Muslim, Orthodox and Catholic. KPEC believes this is a religious discrimination
and a breach of the “Law on Freedom of Religion” adopted by the Kosovo
Assembly. Such concern has also been expressed in a formal letter addressed to
the Minister of the Ministry of Public Affairs Mr. Arsim Bajrami (as promoter of
such web site). However, to date no action was taken by this Ministry in order to
correct this error.

Propaganda
Many Muslim publishing houses publish materials against the Christians

and the Bible, and imams – especially during their Friday main prayer events in
the mosque – openly preach against the Christians and Americans which reflects
their hate. However, such an attitude is a preparation for non-tolerance and
makes the Christians (both nationals and internationals) a potential target for
attacks against them, and yet no one from the authorities has reacted against
such spreading of hate and intolerance. KPEC has condemned it as a direct
violation of the Law on Freedom of Religion of Kosovo.

Threats and Attacks
On May 2007 American Military officers have informed us of a possible

terrorist attack against our recently built Youth Center in the town of Kaçanik.
According to their sources the explosives had been bought and prepared and
they were only waiting for the right time to commit the crime. After their plan
became known, it was not accomplished. This is due to some of the members
(young Kosovars who deserted) passed the information and pictures of the entire
action plan to us. The main players behind the plan come from the UK, Saudi
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Arabia, Macedonia, and also Kosovo. KPEC possess all their pictures, list of
names of people involved and the plan of action. KPEC is very concerned of the
life and wellbeing of its Ministers and personnel.

The Public Television
There is a continuous resistance from Radio Televizioni i Kosovës

(Radio and Television of Kosovo) (“RTK”), who receives public funds to operate,
toward Protestant Evangelical churches. Even though they sent a team to our
2008 Easter celebration service, they did not broadcast any news or any pictures
on their TV programs at all. However, such is not the case with the religious
services of other religious communities. For instance during last Ramadan
celebration RTK gave a lot of space and publicity to the Muslim celebrations and
this year for a first time they gave a lot of space to the Wahabbi groups in
Kosova. This year the Wahabbis where allowed through RTK to broadcast their
secret filming in different Protestant church services and activities; openly spread
their teaching against Christianity; and even “prove” that the Bible is false. Such
revolutionary action of the RTK is considered by the KPEC as a violation of code
of ethics also for the fact that RTK does not permit Protestant to react against
such false accusations by the Wahabbi groups. Although we have been very
cooperative with them, RTK’s policy toward the Protestants is increasingly
discriminatory.

KPEC believes RTK’s antagonistic behavior towards the Protestant
Evangelical Community as whole, is religiously motivated. We believe that some
of members of the RTK’s Board of Directors have a direct link with the extremist
segments of Islam in this country and this is widely known by the people. This
was reflected also in their program about the “Truth from the war in Iraq” made
and broadcasted by RTK in 2008. The program reflected very anti-Western and
particularly anti-American feelings. KPEC believes there are names of individuals
behind all this. One of them is involved also with “Besa” Magazine – directly
linked with the extremist Islamic groups.

The discriminatory attitude of the RTK toward the Protestant Community in
Kosovo is a direct breach of RTK Regulation on Professional Standards. Article
1.2 calls on RTK to be “neutral in broadcasting programs” where as in Article
11.3 calls on RTK to make an “equal opportunity to all religious communities
without discrimination”. While this article calls that “religious messages of
religious leaders are to be broadcasted outside the main news”, we are
witnesses that RTK only gives the opportunity to the Muslim mufti to address the
people through the main news. (These RTK Regulations can be found in the RTK
web site http://www.rtklive.com/rtk/standardetprofesionale_sq.pdf ).

Other written media
Although our community may be mentioned in the media from time to

time, like in a case of violation of religious rights, they do not give the opportunity
to us to explain our beliefs – they simply boycott. During March 2008, before the
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Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo was approved, KPEC organized a press
conference with the purpose of addressing some of the problematic points for us
and yet the media did not show up at this press conference.

However, when newspapers pick up news on conversions, they are so
quick to write about it. Such is the case with Kosovar Daily Newspapers “Lajm
Exclusive” (12.05.2008) and “Express” (13.05.2008) which gave such a high
publicity to the conversion of people into Christianity. Publication of such news
makes these young converts a potential target for persecution.

It is worth mentioning the fact that at last after a week of “resistance”,
“Express” Daily published an article written by a Protestant Pastor regarding the
membership of the KPEC with the EEA, already cited early in this Report. (See
Gazeta “Express” 15.05.2009).

GRAVEYARDS

Protestants in Kosovo do not have a graveyard of their own and this is a
very real problem for us. In 2003 we filed a request with Prishtina Municipality for
a place to bury our dead, yet up till now we did not receive any official response.
Our members die as Christians in the pastors’ arms, but they are buried as
Muslims in the imams’ arms. There are Protestant Evangelical churches/groups
in 15 of the biggest towns of Kosova but the Protestant clerics have nowhere to
bury their church members. The Prishtina Municipality has continually ignored
this basic need of the Protestant believers.

The burial of the Protestant believers into other graveyards
We believe the religious freedom is also the right for Protestant believers

to bury their family members in Protestant graveyards. In Gjakova (where there is
a big number of Protestant Evangelical believers) when Isuf Gjuraj, a Pastor,
passed away, it was the local imam that carried out the ceremony at the
graveyard when all the people present were Protestant believers.

In a similar case, also in the town of Gjakova, when Gazmend, a church
member, passed away, he was buried with a local imam, as before his
conversion to Christianity, he used to be a Muslim. In this case too, all the people
present at the graveyard were his fellow believers.

When Eliana Krasniqi went to be with the Lord, Pastor Artur had to bury
his daughter over 100 km away from home, in the village Baran near Peja, in
Roman Catholic graveyard.

In all cases when Protestant believers pass away, they have to be buried
“somewhere”. Although thus far all Protestant believers have been buried within
some graveyards of some other Religious communities, KPEC is concerned that
some day we may not be allowed to even bury them in such graveyards.
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Traditionally, if a family is not allowed to bury their family members within some
graveyards, of any kind, this has brought a big embarrassment and a stigma to
the living family members as they may be considered cursed by a religious
institution.

These three cases we have mentioned to point out the urgency for this
issue to be resolved. KPEC would like to believe that it is not because local
municipalities in general, and the Prishtina Municipality in particular, are facing
pressure from other religious institutions to not provide a plot of land for our
graveyard with the idea that graves speak of permanent presence.

GENERAL

In 2007 UNMIK and the Kosova Institutions passed a directive by which it
bans the use of public buildings for religious purposes. Since the Kosovar
Evangelical Churches do not have their own places of worship, such banning has
affected us the most. In Kosovo, of the 45 Evangelical churches and entities that
work, only six have their own places of worship, whereas others must rent their
buildings, often places unsuitable for a house of worship.

In general our problems have not come from the religious communities
directly. The major problems we face come from the institutions, whether at the
local or central level, who do not respect the Law. The institutions continue to
discriminate against us under the umbrella that there are big religions and small
religions. President Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi continue to
publicly deny the existence of Protestant Evangelical Church, as have the
advisors of the President who told the press that “there are no Evangelicals in the
country”. In the case of Holidays they send greeting only to Catholics and they
“forget” the Protestant Evangelical Church and its believers who are part of this
society.

Country’s political leaders do not send greetings to the Protestant
Evangelical believers. In the Christmas and Easter celebrations (2009) there was
a small progress however in this area. President Sejdiu sent greeting letters to
KPEC for both these celebrations. However, the same letter has never been sent
to the Media and has never been published in the President’s website, as it
would do with other documents and activities carried by the President of the
State.

KPEC has continually called for a policy of tolerance and inter-faith
dialogue and has always been a constructive party in any such talks. However,
we are also concerned how certain elements within the Islamic Community of
Kosova call for changes to be made in the Law of Freedom of Religion and some
of them have gone as far as calling for changes to be made in the Constitution of
the country. We are concerned that this Community still calls this a measure of
tolerance… in Kosovo there must be THE “Religion” and then this religion i.e.
Islam will allow other religions to exist.
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We have also expressed our deepest concerns towards the idea of
introducing “Religion” in the public schooling curriculum. Not only that such action
would seriously harm the tolerance in the country but we are concerned it will
make our public schools as camps for training Islamic terrorists.

This shows that the “Law on Religious Freedom in Kosovo” is not applied
and the Law is not known by many of the governmental officials, by people in the
media or even police. With the non-compliance with such Law, it is the KPEC as
a smaller community that suffers the most.

However, the KPEC on behalf of the Protestant Evangelical believers in
Kosovo would like to thank the International Community in general and the
American Embassy in Prishtina in particular, for showing continual interest on the
respecting of the Human and religious rights in Kosovo. KPEC will continue to be
cooperative with the Kosovar institutions and the international community in this
area.


